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For Immediate Release

Contact:  Marcia Maglione Flynn, Public Relations Coordinator 
Phone:  978-878-8572

Email:  mflynn@chcfhc.org
Community Health Connections had much to celebrate as more than 150 guests, staff, partners, dignitaries and community members gathered last week at Wachusett Mountain Ski Resort.  The event celebrated Community Health Connections, Family Health Centers (CHC) Eighth Anniversary and honored CHC’s 2010 Community Health Champion, Patrick Muldoon, President and CEO of HealthAlliance Hospital.  
The organization was founded in 2002 with a mission to provide high quality, comprehensive medical, behavioral health, dental and pharmacy services to all residents of North Central Massachusetts without regard to income.  During its first year of existence CHC had 7,236 patients, 35 employees, and a $1.3 million budget, and provided only medical services at its only location in Fitchburg.  Today’s CHC cares for approximately 30,000 patients through more than 110,000 patient visits, employs more than 250 people, has a $20 million budget.  Service has expanded through the years to meet those identified in its mission and includes medical, behavioral health, and dental services through four sites: Greater Gardner Community Health Center, Fitchburg Community Health Center, Leominster Community Health Center, and ACTION Health Services.  Pharmacy services, available to all CHC patients, are provided at the Fitchburg location.

Since 2006 Community Health Connections has honored various individuals for their commitment to improve access to healthcare for people living in North Central Massachusetts.  This year’s recipient, Patrick Muldoon, was recognized for all the work he and his organization have done in support of CHC since its inception.  More recently he was instrumental in laying the groundwork for CHC’s future, by gifting HealthAlliance’s Professional Building on the Burbank Campus to CHC.  This building will be connected to a 47,000 square foot new facility on the adjoining seven acres purchased by CHC, and will be the future site of the Fitchburg Community Health Center.  
“This is a man with a vision,” explained Mick Huppert, CHC’s President and CEO, when introducing Mr. Muldoon at the presentation.  “It’s a vision we share and he’s been with us every step of the way.”  Beth Mazyck, MD, CHC’s Senior Vice President for Clinical Services presented the award, which read “On behalf of Community Health Connections Board of Directors we extend to you our deepest appreciation for your leadership, support and commitment to ensure access to healthcare services for all.  We are proud to recognize you as Community Health Connections, Family Health Centers 2010 Community Health Champion.”   Mr. Muldoon received a standing ovation upon his acceptance of the award. 
“I am humbled,” remarked Muldoon and then humorously added “The last time I was called a champion was when I played football as a young kid.”  He reverted to seriousness.  “I embrace the challenges that lie ahead with the knowledge that Community Health Connections AND HealthAlliance Hospital are true partners with a very similar mission of providing clinical and service excellence to all individuals in our diverse communities through every stage of their lives.  I’d like to share a quote from John Quincy Adams ‘If you actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader, ‘ to which he added, “If it is to be, it’s up to me.”     

Following the presentation award, Peter McConarty, MD, a longtime physician at CHC and in the community, surprised the gathering with an impromptu contribution to the Healthcare for the Future Expansion Project, which is currently underway.  Dr. McConarty, who received the CHC Health Champion award in 2008, has been an advocate of compassionate and quality healthcare during his entire medical career. 
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